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  Course Description and Purpose 
Digital Community Geography is an interdisciplinary course designed to explore the intersections of digital tools 
and geographic principles in supporting advocacy for resistance and change, particularly within urban 
environments. This course introduces students to community geography, emphasizing the collaborative process 
between academics and non-academic actors, such as local non-profit organizations, community members, or 
local officials in knowledge production. Collaborators can build evidence-based narratives highlighting local 
resources and challenges by leveraging data and digital tools such as web maps, visualizations of spatial analysis, 
digital storytelling platforms, multi-media, and digital archives. The course will also delve into the practice of 
scholar activism, where academic research intersects with community-based initiatives to support resistance 
against socio-political challenges, including disinvestment, gentrification, climate change, and socio-economic 
inequalities. 

Miami serves as the primary case study, offering a rich and complex urban landscape characterized by historic 
ethnic neighborhoods and ongoing struggles with gentrification and data-driven urban development. The city 
provides an ideal context for students to examine the intersection of community resistance, digital geography, and 
social justice. In this course, students will not only learn about these concepts but also apply them in a practical 
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setting. They will engage deeply with one historic neighborhood in Miami, Allapattah, applying ethical, 
theoretical, and technical concepts to a digital community geography research project in collaboration with a local 
community organization. This hands-on project allows students to participate in the co-creation of knowledge that 
is both academically rigorous and socially relevant. 

A key component of the course is the exploration of the dual effects of datafication on society and cities. On the 
one hand, the literature on critical data studies and platform urbanism demonstrates how digital platforms 
perpetuate socio-political inequalities. On the other hand, community groups can also reappropriate digital 
platforms to produce counter-narratives and reshape the socio-political landscape that historically oppressed them. 
Students will learn about the power dynamics in contemporary cities by exploring notions of data politics, digital 
governance, and resisting algorithms. 

To guide students in these endeavors, the course incorporates feminist research methodologies, which emphasize 
reflexivity—encouraging critical self-examination of one’s positionality, assumptions, and the ethical implications 
of research practices. By adopting this reflexive approach, students will be better equipped to collaborate ethically 
and effectively with community partners within an interdisciplinary research team, ensuring their work 
contributes positively to the communities they engage with. 

  Course Objectives 
By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Identify and understand significant contemporary changes in community geography in a datafying and 
digitizing world. 

2. Analyze urban issues from a critical geographical perspective, applying concepts like data politics and 
digital governance to understand the uneven adverse effects of datafication in historically 
underrepresented communities. 

3. Demonstrate a commitment to engaging in local and intercultural problem-solving, particularly regarding 
the political, economic, cultural, and environmental processes that shape cities. Students will have 
practical experience with the potential of mobilizing digital tools and geographic methodologies to 
support community-based initiatives and address the complex socio-political challenges facing urban 
areas today. 

4. Engage in practical applications of theoretical concepts in real-world situations and everyday life. 
Students will produce original work through a group research project and a final individual reflexive 
essay that reflects a deep understanding of community geography. Students will consult directly with a 
community organization to co-produce knowledge to advance their causes. Students will also learn 
practical skills for using a digital platform to communicate research projects and findings to a wide 
audience. 
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Important Information 
  Policies 
Please review FIU's Policies webpage. The webpage contains essential information regarding guidelines relevant 
to all FIU courses and additional information about acceptable netiquette for online courses. For additional 
information, please visit FIU's Policy and Procedure Library. 
 
 As a member of the FIU community, you are expected to be knowledgeable about the behavioral expectations set 
forth in the FIU Student Conduct and Honor Code. 

  Accessibility and Accommodation 
The Disability Resource Center collaborates with students, faculty, staff, and community members to create 
diverse learning environments that are usable, equitable, inclusive, and sustainable. The DRC provides FIU 
students with disabilities the necessary support to successfully complete their education and participate in 
activities available to all students. If you have a diagnosed disability and plan to utilize academic 
accommodations, please contact the Center at 305-348-3532 or visit them at the Graham Center GC 190. 

For additional assistance, please contact FIU's Disability Resource Center. 

  Academic Misconduct Statement 
Florida International University is a community dedicated to generating and imparting knowledge through 
excellent teaching and research, the rigorous and respectful exchange of ideas, and community service. All 
students should respect the right of others to have an equitable opportunity to learn and honestly demonstrate the 
quality of their learning. Therefore, all students are expected to adhere to a standard of academic conduct that 
demonstrates respect for themselves, their fellow students, and the University's educational mission. All students 
are deemed by the University to understand that if they are found responsible for academic misconduct, they will 
be subject to the Academic Misconduct procedures and sanctions, as outlined in the Student Conduct and Honor 
Code. Academic Misconduct includes: 

Cheating 

• The unauthorized use of any materials, information, study aids, or assistance from another person on any 
academic assignment or exercise unless explicitly authorized by the course Instructor;  

• Assisting another student in the unauthorized use of any materials, information, or study aids, unless 
explicitly authorized by the Instructor; and  

• Having a substitute complete any academic assignment or completing an academic assignment for 
someone else, either paid or unpaid; and 

https://policies.fiu.edu/
https://dasa.fiu.edu/all-departments/student-conduct-and-academic-integrity/index.html
http://drc.fiu.edu/
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Plagiarism 

• The deliberate use and appropriation of another work without any indication of the source and the 
representation of such work as the Student's own. 

• Assisting another student in the deliberate use and appropriation of another’s work without any indication 
of the source and the representation of such work as the student’s own.  

Policies on the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and plagiarism verification with Turnitin 

Since writing, analytical, and critical thinking skills are part of the learning outcomes of this course, all writing 
assignments should be prepared by the student. Developing strong competencies in writing will prepare you for a 
competitive workplace. Therefore, AI-generated submissions are not permitted and will be treated as 
plagiarism. Ethical academic behavior is an important expectation in this course and plagiarism is a serious 
offense. 

Turnitin will be used through the Canvas platform to verify originality and plagiarism. The plagiarism 
checker tool checks against multiple online sources to produce a similarity score. There is also a new AI-
generated content score.  

Suppose we see a Turnitin score of 25% or greater for the first time. In that case, your work will receive a very 
poor evaluation of authenticity and originality and criteria such as the ability to use sources and citations. AI is 
good at mimicking the style of academic essays but is usually extremely bad at producing substance. You will 
most probably also receive a bad score on the content and substance criteria. Typically, together, these criteria can 
represent as much as 80% of your grade in the rubrics for paper assignments. This means that there is an 
extremely high chance that you will fail the assignment. The second time you submit an assignment with a 
Turnitin score greater than 25%, we will report a concern of academic misconduct to the Office of Student 
Conduct and Academic Integrity. 

Learn more about the academic integrity policies and procedures as well as student resources that can help you 
prepare for a successful semester. 

  Panthers Care & Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) 
If you are looking for help for yourself or a fellow classmate, Panthers Care encourages you to express any 
concerns you may come across as it relates to any personal behavior concerns or worries you have for the 
classmate’s well-being or yours; you are encouraged to share your concerns with FIU’s Panthers Care website. 

Counseling and Psychological Services (CAPS) offers free and confidential help for anxiety, depression, stress, 
and other concerns that life brings. Professional counselors are available for same-day appointments. Don’t wait 
to call (305) 348-2277 to set up a time to talk or visit the online self-help portal. 

https://online.fiu.edu/student/resources/policies.php
https://studentaffairs.fiu.edu/get-support/student-conduct-and-academic-integrity/index.php
http://pantherscare.fiu.edu/
http://caps.fiu.edu/
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  Inclusivity Statement 
This course will serve to embrace the diversity and inclusivity found within Florida International University. We 
appreciate and respect diversity, equality, equity, cooperativeness, community, and sustainability within our online 
courses. We are committed to the ongoing education of our students and their participation within the course 
regardless of gender, ethnicity, age, sexual orientation, geographical location, religion, and disability. We strive in 
encouraging collaboration by preparing our students to value the differences in others. At the core of our 
intentions is the encouragement of acceptance and appreciation of differences within our student population and 
community. 

  Course Prerequisites 
There are no prerequisites for this course. 

Textbook and Course Materials 
There is no textbook for this course. Weekly reading material will be posted on Canvas. 
Course Detail 

Assignments and Grading 

Late Policies 
The submission deadline for written assignments is 11:59 pm on every day on which an assignment is due.  

No late work will be accepted in this course. If an unforeseeable situation, such as a medical emergency, 
prevents you from submitting an assignment, you must contact the instructors as soon as possible. We will require 
formal documentation of extenuating circumstances (e.g., medical emergency, jury duty, etc.). 

Attendance (10% of final grade) 
Attendance is essential in the course due to the large amount of group discussions and group work. Attendance in 
class every week or during lab field visits is also important. 

Reflexive journal and in-class discussion (10% of final grade) 
The seminar is based on a reflexive pedagogical approach. Students are also expected to adopt reflexive 
methods in their research projects. Reflexivity means that students learn and conduct research by engaging in a 
reflexive thinking practice to document their progress, interrogate their learning process, reflect on the 
significance of topics learned, set their objectives, goals, and expectations, and shed light on their lived 
experiences. A reflexive approach is also based on feminist research methodology. It highlights that knowledge 
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is always partial and situated, which means that the research is influenced by the researcher’s positionality—
their identity in relation to others in terms of race, gender, class, ethnicity, and education level. Acknowledging 
these dynamics throughout the semester in the learning and research processes will hopefully improve your 
critical thinking, make you more aware of how to minimize harmful power dynamics in research, and shed 
light on beneficial practices in learning, teaching, and collaborating. 

Most of the reflexive process is personal; students are expected to write at least one page of a reflexive journal 
each week. However, students will only verbally share collectively extracts of the reflections they wish to 
mention to enrich the group discussions.  

A detailed rubric will be uploaded to Canvas. 

Collaborative Research Project (30% of final grade) 
The whole class will co-produce a StoryMap for and with ACDC. To achieve this, the class will be subdivided 
into smaller groups, each addressing a specific StoryMap component while contributing to a coherent overall 
product. Research projects could focus, for example, on analyzing surveys collected by the ACDC with business 
owners, doing archival work, conducting an ethnographic study, or spatial analysis highlighting a topic of their 
choice, such as placemaking and branding, artistic performances of place identity, or local resistance to urbanizing 
forces. 

Students will continue the weekly reading/journaling/discussing practice but select the relevant literature 
themselves. During in-person lab sessions, they will discuss their project's advancements and relevant literature. If 
necessary and approved by the instructors, some lab sessions might be used to conduct fieldwork in Allapattah or 
at the archive instead of meeting on campus.  

A detailed rubric will be uploaded to Canvas. 

Group Presentations (25% of final grade) 
There are two group presentations scheduled. The first presentation will occur in person at FIU during the usual 
class schedule on Week 12, during which students present an outline of their proposed work to the community 
organization and gather feedback. Students will lead the conversation and potentially workshop with ACDC to 
engage in a knowledge co-production process. The second presentation will be online via Zoom during the usual 
class schedule on Week 15 when students present the final product to the community organization.  

A detailed rubric will be uploaded to Canvas. 

Final reflexive essay (25% of final grade) 
Based on the practices of reflexive journaling and group discussions each week, students will write a reflexive 
essay that captures the main themes that emerged from the journals. This means that students will analyze their 
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journals using a qualitative analysis of their choice. They will then write a 4000-word essay that discusses their 
experiences during the course and in their research project. The essay is due before midnight on Dec 13. 

A detailed rubric will be uploaded to Canvas. 

Course Schedule 

Week Module Reading/Material Assignments due 

1 – Aug 26-Sept 1 Introduction   

2 – Sept 2-8 
Critical data studies 
(Reid) 

Iliadis and Russo, 2016 
Elwood and Leszczynski, 2018 
Wilson, 2021 
Maalsen, 2024 

Reflexive journal/ in-class 
discussion 

3 – Sept 9-15 
Contextualizing Miami 
(Grove) 

Tardanico, 2024 
Grove et al., 2023 
Wakefield et al., 2023 

Reflexive journal/ in-class 
discussion 

4 – Sept 16-22 Allapattah (Reid) 

“En Nuestras Palabras” Documentary 
https://allapattahcdc.org/ 
https://plusurbia.com/project/allapattah-17th-
avenue-survey/ 
Schuch and Wang, 2015 
Heitz, 2024 

Reflexive journal/ in-class 
discussion 

5 – Sept 23- 29  
Power and resistance 1 
(Grove) 

Thatcher et al, 2016  
Dalton et al., 2020 
Kitchin and Dodge, 2014 

Reflexive journal/ in-class 
discussion 

6 – Sept 30 - Oct 6 
Power and resistance 2 
(Reid) 

Ettlinger, 2018 
Suárez Val et al, 2023 
Carraro, 2023 

Reflexive journal/ in-class 
discussion 

7 – Oct 7- 13 
Knowledge co-
production (Reid) 

Scheba and Scheba, 2023 
Patel, 2022 
Kanngieser, 2024 

Reflexive journal/ in-class 
discussion 

8 – Oct 14-20 
Digital counter-narratives 
(Grove, virtual, w/Reid) 

Tutorial on using ArcGIS Online and 
StoryMap 
Derickson, 2022 
Derickson, 2024 
https://www.societyandspace.org/articles/on-
collaborative-research-in-gullah-geechee-
nation 

Reflexive journal/ in-class 
discussion 

https://allapattahcdc.org/
https://plusurbia.com/project/allapattah-17th-avenue-survey/
https://plusurbia.com/project/allapattah-17th-avenue-survey/
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/a73616d
a14944289ae1c832d5fe3bd1a 

9 – Oct 21- 27 
Meet with ACDC/Tour of 
Allapattah (Reid and 
Grove) 

 Reflexive journal 

10 – Oct 28- Nov 3 Lab session/group work Student’s selection or readings 
Reflexive journal/ in-class 
discussion 

11 –Nov 4 – 10 Lab session/group work Student’s selection or readings 
Reflexive journal/ in-class 
discussion 

12 – Nov 11- 17 
Mid-point presentation to 
ACDC at FIU 

 Group presentation 

13 – Nov 18-24 Lab session/group work Student’s selection or readings 
Reflexive journal/ in-class 
discussion 

14 – Nov 25-Dec 1 
(Thanksgiving break) 

   

15 –Dec 2-8 
Wrap-up with virtual 
final product 
presentations to ACDC 

   
Group presentations (on 
Zoom) 

16 – Dec 9-14 
Exam Week 

(no exam) Student’s selection or readings Final essay 
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